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I dedicate this
book to my son Cameron.
He has inspired many stories
over the years,
but this one is so very special,
because it was the first.
Daryl K. Cobb
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Once upon a time
there was a little boy.

He lived high on a hill,
oh, what a joy!

He’d reach his hands in the air and
twirl the clouds around.

He’d turn them into funny things,
he’d turn them into clowns.

He’d turn them into puppy dogs
that chase around their tails.

He’d turn them into kitty cats
playing with a pail.

He’d turn them into little birds
that sing a happy tune.

He could turn them into anything.
He could turn one into you.

He’d even use his feet
to make the clouds come out right.

He’d swirl them with his left hand
and twirl them with his right.
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A mysterious bottle with a deadly message is at the center of
this pirate story that ﬁnds the crew of the Rising Sea unknowingly
in grave danger. The evil Captain Darfous Warner has his sights
set on The Ring of Hope and he will stop at nothing until he gets
what he wants.
Twelve year old Peter Nichols steps out of the modern world and
right into the middle of this pirate mystery that has him struggling
with right and wrong, good and evil and the meaning of friendship and family. After a week ﬁlled with strange dreams, missing
friends and menacing pirates, Peter’s struggle to do the right thing
comes to a head as he puts not only himself but his best friend in
danger of becoming casualties of Captain Warner’s deadly plot.
“The Ring of Hope” is a suspense mystery that weaves the legend about a mystical gold ring into a story about the good guys
versus the bad guys. It is amusing, touching and ﬁlled with twists
and turns to keep you guessing from beginning to end. This pirate
mystery will capture the minds of kids and adults alike.
Suggested reading for advanced young readers or ages 10 & up

-- Kirkus Reviews
Kirkus Reviews -- The World’s Toughest Book Critics
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Suggested reading for advanced young readers or ages 10 & up

“Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates,
mysterious messages and a magic ring. . . . The characters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the
story is sprinkled with humor. . . . Much of the dialogue − especially between Peter and Monk and Antonio and Marcus − is delightfully silly. . . . [A]
spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”

Kirkus Reviews -- The World’s Toughest Book Critics

Daddy Did I Ever Say? I Love You, Love You, Every Day
“A cute, curly-haired, kindergarten-aged girl opens the story by asking her
father if she’s ever told him how much she loves him . . . the sentiment is
sweet and Van Wagoner’s illustrations are eye catching. . .. The verse Cobb
has penned is appealing and . . . [t]he idea behind the story of the little girl and
her doting father is charming[.] ” -- Kirkus Reviews
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by Daryl K. Cobb

“A pleasing children’s narrative with a relevant message.
... Cobb’s text ... has a simple charm likely to please young readers [and]. .
. Jaeger’s illustrations give the night a soft, beautiful glow, complementing
Cobb’s text . . .. Her personifications of Mr. Moon and Mr. Sun are utterly
delightful.” -- Kirkus Reviews

A mysterious bottle with a deadly message is at the center of
this pirate story that ﬁnds the crew of the Rising Sea unknowingly
in grave danger. The evil Captain Darfous Warner has his sights
set on The Ring of Hope and he will stop at nothing until he gets
what he wants.
Twelve year old Peter Nichols steps out of the modern world and
right into the middle of this pirate mystery that has him struggling
with right and wrong, good and evil and the meaning of friendship and family. After a week ﬁlled with strange dreams, missing
friends and menacing pirates, Peter’s struggle to do the right thing
comes to a head as he puts not only himself but his best friend in
danger of becoming casualties of Captain Warner’s deadly plot.
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“Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates,
mysterious messages and a magic ring. . . . The characters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the
story is sprinkled with humor. . . . Much of the dialogue − especially between Peter and Monk and Antonio and Marcus − is delightfully silly. . . . [A]
spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”

by Daryl K. Cobb

“Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates, mysterious messages and a
magic ring . . .. The characters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the story
is sprinkled with humor . . .. Much of the dialogue is delightfully silly.
. . . [A] spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”
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Daniel Dinosaur
“A sweet story told in simple rhymes that young children will likely enjoy.
Cobb and Castangno’s cute, colorful picture book illustrates the bond between a brother and sister.” -- Kirkus Reviews

Bill the Bat Baby Sits Bella
“A sweet book celebrating brother-sister bonds.”

-- Kirkus Reviews

Bill the Bat Loves Halloween
“A fast- moving, fun rhyming picture book . . ..”

-- Kirkus Reviews
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“Cobb’s long stretches of naturally engaging dialogue ... help deliver characters
and twists that positively outstrip stories merely about athletic glory. … Always
sincere, occasionally shocking, this tale is required reading for kids and parents.
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