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Pirate Words
ahoy - a word used to hail a ship or
a person or to attract attention.
crow’s nest - a small platform, near the top of a mast,
where a lookout has a better view when
watching for ships or for land.
sea legs - the ability to balance yourself to the motion
of a ship, especially in rough seas.
poop deck - the highest deck at the stern of a large ship,
usually above the captain’s quarters.
marooned - stuck someplace, usually on a deserted
island, with no way off.
yo-ho-ho - no literal meaning, but an exclamation associated with
pirates.
matey - a way to address someone in a cheerful fashion.
weigh anchor - to pull the anchor up and leave port.
avast - a command meaning stop.
Blimey! - an exclamation of surprise.
doubloon - a Spanish gold coin.
hands - the crew of a ship.
lad - a way to address a younger male.
lass - a way to address a younger female.
pillage - to steal something by force.
port - a seaport; a location where ships dock.
scallywag - a villainous or mischievous person.
swab - to clean, specifically the deck of a ship.
scurvy - mean and contemptible.
Arr! - an exclamation.
buccaneer - a pirate.
ye - you.
aye - yes.
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To the students at Herman L. Horn Elementary School.
No one knows what the future has in store for them so don’t
be afraid to follow your dreams!
Daryl K. Cobb

To Daryl, my parents and to all the little pirates
that are out there dreaming.
Manuela Pentangelo
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Pete was running down the street.
He had some very happy feet.

He found a pair of pirate boots
someone had thrown away.
He couldn’t wait to try them on.
It was the perfect day to play.

Pete went right
up to his room
and with no one
else around,
he slipped the boots
onto his feet,

then woke up on
the ground.
“Avast ye mate!”
he heard someone say.
“Why are ye not
in school today?”

“School?” thought Pete,
“Do pirates really go to school?”
“Of course they do,”
said Pirate Paul.
“Even pirates can’t walk
before they crawl.

Now, come on boy, it’s over there.
Lad, you need some pirate hair.”

“It’s the biggest ship,
docked in the bay.”
That is what he heard Paul say.
On the sign, letters in bold, read,
“Herman L. Horn Pirate School 52 Years Old.”
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“Pirates don’t just dress this way.
You have so much to learn, I’d say.

Pirate school
is the place
to be.
Take a seat
and listen to me.
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Pirate Talk 101 is the first class of the
day, and ‘aye’ is the first word that I
want to hear you say.”
“Aye!”
“‘Aye,’ means yes. Now everyone,
let’s say it once again for fun.”
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Paul then took out a list
of at least one hundred words.
For an hour straight they studied hard,
and not a single sound was heard.
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“Avast,” said Paul
“What does it mean?”
Peter took a guess,
“Stop, I think.”
“You think?” said Paul,
“Aye,” said Peter. “Yes!”
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“Port,”
“pillage”
and “yo-ho-ho”
are all fine pirate words.

“Poopdeck”
prompted quite
a chuckle.
“Avast,”
the students heard.

“You all must learn to swab the deck
and hoist a sail or two.

Listen up, you scallywags,
or we may get marooned.
A crow’s nest is not a place
for a bird to fall asleep.
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A doubloon is the Spanish gold,
in the treasures
that we seek.

“Yo-ho-ho”
doesn’t mean a thing,

but it sounds quite nice
when pirates sing.

“Ahoy” is how we say hello
to a fine English lass, and

“blimey”
is the word to use
when you are
late for class.

“Shiver me timbers” is what you say
in a state of complete surprise.
In other words, you say it mate,
when you can’t believe your eyes.

“All hands on deck” doesn’t mean
your fingers touch the floor!
“Hands” means crew, the crew is you -do I need to explain it more?
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Now it’s Sword Fighting 101.
Remember, this is just for fun.”

The first to try was Pirate Pete.
The crew all cheered and stomped their feet.

Peter moved with style and grace,
he flipped and leaped from place to place.
“Look out!” Paul heard someone say.
A rope had slipped, a mast gave way.

The mast and sail came crashing down,
knocking Peter to the ground.

“Peter, Peter are you okay?”
Peter answered, “Aye, Aye, Aye!”

Avast ye mates, I’m okay.”
Then Peter kicked the sheet away.

His mom and dad were standing there,
a little bit confused,
when Peter jumped up from his bed
wearing ladies’ shoes.

“Ahoy there, mates!” Peter said
with a yardstick in his hand.
“Pirate Pete is who I am!
You scallywags are on my land.

I hope you brought your sea legs, mates.
Weigh the anchor, set the sail.
We will be casting off right now,
to end this pirate tale.”
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“Pirates: Legend of the Snarlyfeet”
“Bill the Bat Baby Sits Bella”
“Bill the Bat Finds His Way Home”
“Bill the Bat Loves Halloween”
“Barnyard Buddies:
Perry Parrot Finds a Purpose
“Greta’s Magical Mistake”
Chapter book: “Pirates: The Ring of Hope”
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Suggested reading for advanced young readers or ages 10 & up
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by Daryl K. Cobb

“Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates,
mysterious messages and a magic ring. . . . The characters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the
story is sprinkled with humor. . . . Much of the dialogue − especially between Peter and Monk and Antonio and Marcus − is delightfully silly. . . . [A]
spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”

Pirates: The Ring of Hope

A mysterious bottle with a deadly message is at the center of
this pirate story that ﬁnds the crew of the Rising Sea unknowingly
in grave danger. The evil Captain Darfous Warner has his sights
set on The Ring of Hope and he will stop at nothing until he gets
what he wants.
Twelve year old Peter Nichols steps out of the modern world and
right into the middle of this pirate mystery that has him struggling
with right and wrong, good and evil and the meaning of friendship and family. After a week ﬁlled with strange dreams, missing
friends and menacing pirates, Peter’s struggle to do the right thing
comes to a head as he puts not only himself but his best friend in
danger of becoming casualties of Captain Warner’s deadly plot.
“The Ring of Hope”
is a suspense mystery that weaves the leg10 To 2
ldren’s Boo
end about a mysticalChigold
ring
ks into a story about the good guys
versus the bad guys. It is amusing, touching and ﬁlled with twists
and turns to keep you guessing from beginning to end. This pirate
mystery will capture the minds of kids and adults alike.
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